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Pierre François Verhulst
28.10.1804 – 15.02.1849,
Brussels, Belgium

Pierre Verhulst was born into a wealthy family who spared no expense to give their
son a top quality education. Verhulst excelled in science but had other talents too,
twice winning a Latin poetry prize.
While Verhulst had been in Rome there had been a rebellion in Belgium with much fighting
between revolutionaries and Dutch troops. In fact it was news of this rebellion that had
motivated him to write a constitution for the Papal States. Verhulst was keen to get involved
and, despite his illness and against the advice of his friends, in the middle of 1831 he enlisted in
the army set up to oppose the Dutch forces. He also wanted to influence the political situation
and wrote Mémoire sur les abus dans l'enseignement supérieur actuel which criticised the way
university professors were chosen through political favouritism. He also criticised the standards
of teaching in the universities and suggested reforms that the National Congress could
implement to improve the situation.

On 28 September 1835 Verhulst was appointed professor of mathematics at the
Université Libre of Brussels. There he gave courses on astronomy, celestial mechanics,
the differential and integral calculus, the theory of probability, geometry and
trigonometry.
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N(t) – полное число заболевших со временем
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“Practical” Logistic Curve
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Algebraic problem – using parabola
approximation to find coefficients
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solid green line is the regression, dashed lines give 95% prediction bounds

Austria

14700N∞ =

r = 0.195

R2= 0.81

Good



South Korea

10300N∞ =
r = 0.16

R2= 0.55

Bad
solid green line is the regression, dashed lines give 95% prediction bounds
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Logistic Models
The logistic-like model as a whole describes well both the change in the world population, the
biological population, and the number of sick people during the epidemic. We've also cited ad
effectiveness of advertise as an example. Therefore, the logistic equation can be considered as
basic in many areas of natural science, where one can expect a monotonous growth of the
temporal function and its saturation at some level.



Benjamin Gompertz (5 March 1779 – 14 July 1865) was a British self-
educated mathematician and actuary, who became a Fellow of the Royal Society.
Gompertz is now best known for his Gompertz law of mortality, a demographic model
published in 1825.

Of the German Jewish family of Gompertz, he was born in London, where his father and
grandfather had been successful diamond merchants. In line with his father's wishes, he
entered the London Stock Exchange. He became a member of the Mathematical Society
of Spitalfields, and served as its president when it was merged with the Astronomical
Society of London. In 1819 he was elected a F.R.S., and in 1832 became a member of the
council. The Astronomical Society was founded in 1820, and he was elected a member of
the council in 1821
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Also two parameters in model. 
System with two equilibrium points

N=0 N=N_inf

Gompertz, Benjamin (1825). "On the Nature of the Function Expressive of the Law of Human Mortality, and on a
New Mode of Determining the Value of Life Contingencies". Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of
London. 115: 513–585. doi:10.1098/rstl.1825.0026. S2CID 145157003
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Logistic curve
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Blue – logistic model, red - Gompertz model 

Italy Great Britain



Blue – logistic model, red - Gompertz model 



Better  correlation analysis for Gompertz model



Maximal number of infected persons N∞ normalized for country population Np (a) and maximal number of infected 

persons N∞ versus Np (b) in Gompertz model.



Maximal number of infected persons N∞ in simple logistic model and Gompertz equation for all considered 
countries (a) and correlation of the N∞ normalized for total population Np for the two considered models (b). 



Infection rate r in simple logistic model and Gompertz equation (a) and r values acquired with

Gompertz models versus logistic equation (b) for all considered countries. The red line shows

regression line with coefficient of 5.9.
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Comparison of the determination coefficients R2 for the logistic equation and the Gompertz model.
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Black points - data
Red  line – Gompertz model





Title: Gompertz model in COVID-19 spreading simulation
Chaos, Solitons and Fractals: the interdisciplinary journal of Nonlinear Science, and Nonequilibrium and Complex
Phenomena 1st December 2021

Dear Professor Pelinovsky,
many thanks for having submitted your work to our attention.
Together with the help of our two Managing Editors, we deeply studied your Manuscript. In particular, I read

carefully your paper, and found it of potential interest for the wide readership of our Journal. I also sought advice
from one colleague Referee, who confirmed my judgment that the results you are offering are scientifically sound,
and that your Manuscript does not contain scientific flaws. Moreover, I found that your presentation is clear, and
the paper is well written. Your results and conclusions are therefore accessible and of potential interest also to non-
specialized readers. For all what said above, my conclusions are that your results deserve to be disseminated in the
community, and am therefore glad to announce you that your Manuscript Gompertz model in COVID-19 spreading
simulation has been accepted for publication in Chaos, Solitons and Fractals: the interdisciplinary journal of
Nonlinear Science, and Nonequilibrium and Complex Phenomena.
Thank you for submitting your work to Chaos, Solitons & Fractals.
With kind regards,
Stefano Boccaletti, Ph. D
Editor-in-Chief
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